
Lent Passion Sunday 2 (3/21/2021) 

 We are in a time that the forces of secularism bolstered by the forces of darkness are at 

odds with the truth revealed by God.  An effective technique is to demonize those who are 

speaking the truth.  The moral truth of God, the truth of the economy of salvation, the reality of 

who we are and what we are meant to be, the truth of our duty to God, and even the truth of the 

existence of God are all under assault.  Whether it is an outright denial of these truths, or a 

watering down of them by those who profess to teach in Jesus’ name - the assault is on. 

 This is, of course, not new.  Heterodox teaching, rebellion against the truths transmitted 

by the Church, the persecution of loyal Christians by the forces of society - all this is not new.  In 

the Gospel today we see Jesus under attack and suspicion.  Using that same demonizing tendency 

referenced a moment ago, they suggest that the author of truth, the Word of God incarnate, the 

very present Wisdom of the Almighty God is a devil.  This is believed by many in that crowd, 

and the same argument is used today.  If you do not follow with the teaching that has been bent 

to accommodate the pleasure of the masses - you are in big trouble - cancel culture may try to 

come for you.  Jesus stands firm in the face of all this, and simply speaks the truth.  Let us look 

at the truths that Jesus courageously asserts in the face of his threatened cancellation. 

 First he confirms truths about who He is.  Is He a devil …no.  I have not a devil: but I 

honor my Father,  and It is my Father that glorifies me - and the Father does not glorify the demonic.  

Is He an ordinary man … no.  He is the fulfillment of prophecy whom Abraham rejoiced to see 

the eternal God incarnate: before Abraham was made I AM.  He is the bestower of eternal life: If 

any man keep my word, he shall not taste death forever.  This last point about His person leads us 

to another truth He is communicating.  In order to be the bestower of eternal life … there must be 

such a thing as eternal life, He must be the way eternal life is bestowed on humans. 

 The whole concept of eternal life should be looked at here.  The modern secular view is 

that “life” is the same as the organic, physical life of living creatures.  If that is all it is, then 

when a living thing’s organic body dies, then life - and even existence - is over.  In this view’s 

denial of the eternal immaterial part of us - our soul - they miss an important truth.  When this 

body dies, we do not cease to exist.  When we sue the terms “life” and “death” to speak about the 

physical body it means one thing, when we use these same terms to speak about the soul they 



mean another.  What does it mean to be “dead” and still in existence?  To be “dead” yet still 

aware, and with intelligence and memory all intact.  The soul, which is meant for union with God 

- that is not in union with God - is in a perpetual living death.  It is like being in a casket in a 

grave and awake for all eternity, such an existence would be … well … hell.   

 This would be the normal existence of humans after bodily death were it not for Jesus.   

Our estrangement from God due to sin would not allow us to be in the sunlight and freedom 

available outside of that grave int he next life.    But Jesus comes to free us from this state.  

Today’s Epistle speaks of this sacrifice of Jesus’ blood that obtains eternal redemption - a 

redemption from the transgressions that would block our way to joining to the all-holy and 

perfect God and attaining an eternal inheritance.   His sacrifice pays the debit for our sins and 

takes down the barrier that separates us from being able to enter into God’s presence.  We will 

soon celebrate Jesus’ own transformation in His death and resurrection.  We will rejoice in the 

resurrected and transformed Body of Jesus that is without limits and can join innumerable souls 

to itself providing a place in which God and Humans can coexist in the same space. 

 Jesu calls us today to keep his word.  The path to this eternal life is found initially in the 

Baptism that cleanses us of sin and unites us to the Body of Christ.  When we fall from this state 

He provided, in His mercy, the sacrament of reconciliation so that we could be restored to that 

Baptismal purity.  In the Eucharist He gives us an ability to share in His divine life by renewing 

the strength of our connection and nourishing us on our journey.  The secular culture would have 

you believe that these events - conducted as they are in this temporal world - are mere ceremony.  

Indeed many of our Christian brothers and sisters have fallen pray to this delusion.   But we 

know differently.  We know that they have an impact not only on the temporary physical world, 

but that they extend to that spiritual world beyond this one.  That things done here in time, can 

touch those things that are present eternally. 

 All of these truths may not be convenient, they may place responsibilities on us that we 

would rather not have, they may buck the agenda of a world that wants to define for itself the 

standards for salvation.  However, the reality is that there is only the way in Jesus Christ to 

obtain that eternal Spiritual life in heaven, that this path goes through death and suffering to life, 

and that Jesus - and the truths that Jesus speaks - are the only path to that goal.


